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FIFA World Cup Finals Bid — Perth Stadium — Adjournment Debate 

HON NORMAN MOORE (Mining and Pastoral — Leader of the House) [5.32 pm]: I want to respond to a 
couple of matters raised today in this debate. I will begin with the matters raised by Hon Ken Travers. The state 
government made a decision when it was elected to defer a consideration in respect of the Subiaco Oval stadium 
because we simply cannot afford $1 billion right now. We took the view that other things were more pressing 
and had higher priority at this time.  

Hon Ken Travers asked a question without notice today. I will find out whether more details can be provided to 
him. My recollection of the question was that it sought details about a stadium that will not be required, indeed 
for soccer, until 2018—that is, nine years down the track. The government can hardly tell the member today how 
many seats there will be and what quality they will be for a stadium that will not be needed for nine years in 
respect to the FIFA World Cup. 

Hon Ken Travers: If it is going to be compliant with the world cup bid.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: However, we will be required to have an improved stadium for the Australian 
Football League, because AFL is what provides the bread and butter for these things; not a world cup that might 
provide one qualifying game and perhaps a semifinal, if we are really lucky. If the member thinks that is bigger 
than the Olympic Games, he did not go to the Olympic Games! That was far more than one or two games of 
soccer.  

Hon Ken Travers: There will be more than one game.  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: That is the sort of attitude that people who support soccer seem to have; and I am 
not one of them.  

Hon Ken Travers: Clearly!  

Hon NORMAN MOORE: I support the AFL. I believe that there is a need in Western Australia for an 
improvement to Subiaco Oval. There is no question about that. Whether it means we upgrade Subiaco Oval or 
build a new stadium is a matter for consideration. Members can take their pick. The last time Subiaco Oval was 
upgraded was when I was the Minister for Sport. It cost $30 million to upgrade about half the stadium. These 
days we would need $1 billion to build a whole new stadium. It does not make any sense to me financially. But I 
will refer Hon Ken Travers’ comments to the Premier to let him know the member is concerned about the quality 
of the answer given today.  
 


